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Superintendent’s Annual State of the District 

Address 
 

Dr. Chrys Sweeting will provide a report on the 
state of the district in relation to student 
learning, the district’s budget, facilities, 
stewardship activities, and the continuous 
improvement process.  This will take place on 
Thursday, January 24th at 6:00 at Post 
Middle School.  Dr. Sweeting will provide a 
report on the state of the district in relation to 
student learning, district’s budget, facilities, and 
the continuous improvement process.  Also, this 
event will include information about our 
upcoming bond. We hope you can attend. 

 
 

Report Cards and New Years Goal Setting 
With Students 

 
Report cards will be going home with students 
on Friday, December 14th.  Many of us set goals 
this time of year as we look for different ways 
to support our students.  This can be modeled 
with children as they can set goals for areas 
they want to focus on.  We have many avenues 
to help give ideas, whether it be looking at 
Family Access, discussing the report card, and 
deciding on an area to focus on or something 
with health and fitness and music.  This can be 
combined with helping the child track their 
progress toward their goals and celebrating 
when they reach them. 

 
Helping Your Child at Home 

 
If your child has a goal that you’d like to 
support at home, we have many strategies that 
are easy and fun to do. From ixl.com, 
accelerated reader, freckle, and math, to games.  
Ask a staff member and we can help you with 
new ideas to assist your child in learning key 
skills.  There are also many online games that 
students can try. Also, resources like 
starfall.com can help students gain those early 
literacy skills. Your child should also know 
which programs they have a license for, as well 
as their login information. Finally, the “tried 
and true” reading with your child is a great way 

to spend the winter months.  This is a great 
opportunity to “unplug” from technology during 
the winter months.  You can take turns reading 
and add some hot chocolate to make it special. 

 
 

Give the Gift of Thanks to a Staff Member 
      
Our staff goes above and beyond to make sure 
and offer the best for each child.  This work 
includes learning activities to reaching out to 
students to support them in so many ways.  We 
strive to provide a place where students smile 
when they enter the door, and they continue to 
find joy throughout the day.  Is there a staff 
member who you would like to thank?  You’ll 
find “Way to Go” notes in the office that you 
can write a note on, and someone in the office 
would be happy to deliver it! 

 
FROM THE OFFICE 

 
If a student will be absent for a planned period 
of time (vacation, etc.) there is a pre-arranged 
absence form that should be filled out at least a 
week in advance for the absences to be properly 
excused.  
 

 
 

    INCLEMENT WEATHER 
INFO 

 
 In case of delayed start times or school 
cancellation, the decision to delay or close 
schools is usually made by 5:30 a.m. 
If you feel the conditions or circumstances in 
your area are unsafe, please keep your child at 
home and remember to contact their school to 
report their absence. Local television stations 
and www.flashalert.net will announce any 
delays or cancellations. If there are no  
announcements from t.v. , radio stations, or 
www.flashalert.net then all schools are open 
and on regular schedules. 
 
 

 
EARLY 
DISMISSAL 
DECEMBER 5TH 
AT 12:40 PM 
 

PRINCIPALLY  
SPEAKING 
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Love and Logic Tip – The Gift of Giving 
While at the bank a mother overheard the 
manager talking about a project his staff was 
involved in. They were collecting gifts for 
children in the community who, without their 
help, would not receive anything. So far they 
were not doing too well. The mother asked what 
she could do to help. 
At dinner she told her family about the project. 
With pure excitement her kids said that since 
they had outgrown their bikes, and were hoping 
for new ones from Santa, they could give their 
old bikes to these children. 
That weekend the kids spent hours cleaning 
their bikes. By the time they were done, those 
bikes sparkled. 
They delivered the bikes Monday and the look 
of pure joy on her children's faces made Mom's 
heart swell. That day they gave her a gift, too: 
the knowledge that she was raising kids who 
cared. 
The holidays are a good time to remind your 
kids that character is more about giving than 
receiving. 
                                        - Jim Fay 
 
 

 
STUDENT ARTWORK 

 
For the month of December be sure and check 
out the Kent Prairie student artwork hung at the 
District Office. 
 

 
 
We have 55+ coats, 
sweaters, lunch bags etc. in 
our lost and found. Since 

winter is just around the corner I’m certain these 
items will be needed. Please check the hallway 
when visiting or have your child look for his or 
her belongings if you know they have a missing 
item. Everything will be bagged up and sent to 
Kids Kloset before winter break. A good rule of 
thumb is to write their name inside their 
clothing. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Our focus in the music room continues to be 
RHYTHM. They are learning to do music math 
and identify quarter notes and rests, pairs of 
eighth notes, sets of 4 sixteenth notes, half notes 
and whole notes.  Students are learning to read 
rhythms and play in two parts – using drums 
and rhythm sticks.  They are also learning to 
sightread melodies in unison and two parts.   
During this month, students will learn 
Christmas, winter and Hanukkah songs that we 
can all sing together at our winter assembly.  
 

 
 

CHOIR ON FIRE HOLIDAY 
EVENTS 

 
Choir on Fire students have a busy month 
ahead.  They will march in the Santa parade on 
the 1st of December at noon.  After the parade 
and the tree-lighting ceremony, they will sing 
near the gazebo on the new stage. We will get 
set up as soon as the parade is over and sing 
after the tree lighting and other festivities.     
  
On Thursday, the 6th, we have our big 
performance at “The Lights of Christmas”. 
 Come on out to hear our kids perform at the 
Joyland Auditorium at 5:45 PM or 7:45 PM at 
the Warm Beach Conference grounds.  It is pay-
as-you-can night so regular entry prices do not 
apply.   
       
On December 9th, Choir on Fire has been asked 
to sing 3 songs at the Community performance 
of Handel’s Messiah.  This will be at 3 PM at 
AHS’ Byrnes Performing Arts Center.  Come 
and hear the kids AND some of the greatest 
choral music ever written!  
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The school does not have extra clothes for 
students. We encourage you to pack an extra 
change of clothing in your child’s backpack in 
case of “accidents” or recess incidents. This 
helps in getting them back to class faster and 
saves parents a trip to school. 
 
 

 
 

LIBRARY LINK 
 

 
Donate new or gently used children’s books to 
benefit our Accelerated Reader program. We 
can provide each student a book to keep as a 
reward for completing 75% of his or her AR 
goal. 
When: Dec. 1st – 20th  
Where: Please drop off your donations in the 
Library. 
 
 
 
 

Vision Statement for Kent Prairie 
Elementary 

 
At Kent Prairie, we educate 

students by building 
relationships that foster 
academic achievement. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

OUR SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 
 
At Kent Prairie, we educate students by 
building relationships that foster academic 
achievement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Happy Holidays from all of us at                   
Kent Prairie 

 
 
 
 
Arlington Public Schools provides equal educational 
opportunity and treatment for all students in all aspects of 
the academic and activities program without discrimination 
based on race, religion, creed, color, ancestry, national 
origin, age, marital status, honorably discharged veteran or 
military status, gender, gender expression or identity, sexual 
orientation, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical 
disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability. The District will provide 
equal access to school facilities to the Boy Scouts of 
America and all other designated youth groups listed in Title 
36 of the United States Code as a patriotic society. 
The following employees have been designated to handle 
questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: 
TITLE IX OFFICER AND COMPLIANCE COORDINATOR 
Mr. Eric DeJong      
Executive Director, Human Resources   
315 N French Ave      
Arlington, WA 98223     
(360) 618-6212      
edejong@asd.wednet.edu 
SECTION 504 COORDINATOR 
Ms. Kathy Ehman  
Assistant Superintendent 
315 N French Ave, Arlington, WA 98223 
(360) 618-6217 
kehman@asd.wednet.edu 

NURSE’S NOOK 
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GIVE YOUR CHILD THE GIFT OF 

ATTENDANCE! 
 

This holiday season, the best gift you can 
give your child is a good education. And the 
best place to get that education is in school. 
Every day. On time. 
 
Every year, absences spike in the weeks 
before and after winter break. It’s time to 
break that cycle. We know it’s tempting to 
extend your vacation by a few days on 
either side of the holiday. We recognize 
that holidays are an important time for 
reconnecting with families far away and 
exposing your children to your home and 
language, whether you grew up in another 
part of the United States or a different 
country. The costs of plane tickets often 
influence when you want to travel. But keep 
in mind the costs to your children’s 
education if they miss too much school. 
 
Just a few missed days here and there, 
even if they’re excused absences, can add 
up to too much lost learning time and put 
your child behind in school. This is as true 
in kindergarten as it is in high school. 
 
So make sure your child is in school every 
day, right up until vacation starts. Our 
teachers will be teaching, and our students 
will be learning. But it’s harder to teach and 
it’s harder to learn when too many students 
are absent. 
 
If missing school is unavoidable, talk to 
your children’s teachers in advance to 
create a plan for making up missed work. 

But remember, a homework packet cannot 
make up for the interaction and learning 
that goes on in the classroom. So give your 
child the gift of attendance and help build a 
habit of attendance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


